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DISCOVERY FOUNDATION

OUR VISION
To positively impact upon the lives and futures
of all youth, their families and communities.

FIND OUT MORE
WWW . D I S C O V E R Y F O R T E E N S . O R G . N Z

OUR VALUES
Respect 

Courage 

Equality 

Learning 

Responsibility 
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CHAIRMAN'S

MESSAGE

2017 was a pivotal year for Discovery Foundation, with a number
of collaborations and associations increasing the positive impact
of Discovery in our communities.  
 
Through collaboration with like-minded organisations we not
only extend our reach and number of people we positively assist
in life, but also the size and longevity of the impact as our
programme benefits are often combined with those of the
‘partner’ organisation. Partner organisations might be schools,
youth support organisations, training bodies, government and
community groups.   
 
Collaboration means we can leverage our partners resources,
including their members and affiliates to meet our objectives.
 From our constitution, the Objects of the Foundation are to: 
• Provide teaching and assistance for people, especially young
people, to enhance their ability to learn and communicate.  
• Foster and develop people’s ability to become leaders in the
community by encouraging growth of self-esteem and positive
attitudes towards life.  
• Enable families to work as a co-operative and supportive group
or unit.  
 
2017 collaboration partners included:  I Have A Dream
(Northland), Rotary St Johns (East Auckland), Glen Taylor School
and four other local East Auckland schools. 
 
The strongest possible reach and sustainable future lies in
Discoveries capability to continue to deliver extraordinary
outcomes for ordinary New Zealanders, while increasing support
from our regular supporters, new partner organisations and
similarly interested parties.  In addition exposing educational
and government sectors to the benefits of Discovery to New
Zealander quality of life, vocational and wealth outcomes and to
the community in general. 
 
A frustrating event completely out of our control was the 2017
North Island floods.  This directly impacted and resulted in the
last-minute cancellation of April Discovery for Teens event
scheduled in Hunua (near Papakura).   
 
 

Flooding and pollution from the flooding meant the venue
was unsafe and so the attendees for this were transferred
to the October programme.   
 
The October  programme was highly successful and at
capacity.   
 
Our Discovery for Kids programme for school years 7 and 8
(intermediate school), has been positively received from
the community and we are experiencing an uplift in both
demand from attendee families, word-of-mouth and from
potential partners.   
 
With greater publicity and awareness of Discovery and
Discovery for Kids we anticipate his highly transportable
and flexible version of Discovery will grow and take the
Discovery reputation to more ‘corners’ and regions of New
Zealand.  We are hoping for Discovery for Kids (DFK) to
become our ‘entry level’ programme which will continue
to create demand for Discovery for Teens.   
 
Over time DFK will also have flexibility to be modified to
suit specific needs of community and educational groups,
producing greater publicity, while generating new revenue
streams for Discovery.  
We are truly blessed to have great people.  We are
extremely fortunate to have a wonderful team of
permanent and programme people.   
 
I would especially like to thank and acknowledge Jaidan
Mason and Anvi Kadakia in our office who go above and
beyond the call of duty week in and week out.  Wonderful,
active models of what our programmes teach – our team
somehow find ways to take care of sponsor/donor
engagements, venue organising, volunteer and billet
coordination, update and produce course materials, do
promotional work, handle enquiries and enrolments,
reporting and recording of grants and expenditure, and so
much more.  

Mike Johnston
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CHAIRMAN'S

MESSAGE 

CONT 

‘On programme’ Discovery has a wonderful group of
people who turn out mostly for the reward of knowing
and seeing the difference they are make to attendees
communities and each other.  While there is a long list of
these people, I would like to thank in particular our core
facilitators Meredith Kennett, and Wayne Prince, and
Deb Hipperson our Programme Director.  Again, ‘going
beyond the call’, many, many New Zealanders would
have missed out on Discovery if it wasn’t for these three
individuals who have had a much longer association
with Discovery than any of the Board of Trustees or I
have had.   
 
I thank our many supporters.  Grant and donor
organisations – some new in 2016 and some who have
been with Discovery for over a decade – companies,
numerous individuals who donate time to pack and
unpack trucks, set up venues, participate at
programmes and information evenings and everyone
who provides scholarship funding or make anonymous
donations.  By living by its values and beliefs, you make
Discovery what it is.   
 
Feedback and stories from parents, teenagers, teachers,
sponsors, children and grandparents continue with each
programme.  Each one brings tears to our eyes, a
reminder as to why we do what we do, and an extra dose
of fuel to keep going.   
 
Like all Members of the Foundation, our wonderful
sponsors, supporters and your Board of Trustees I
believe in the value our programmes deliver to our
youth, their cohorts and families, the wider community
and New Zealand.  The ability for kiwis to accept who
they are and choose where they are going, to realise the
road may not be easy, yet have the confidence to design
and choose their own future is a powerful enabler for
them and society. 
Arohanui  
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Johnston 
CHAIR 
DISCOVERY FOUNDATION INC. 
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MANAGER'S

MESSAGE

2017 saw Discovery working alongside other organisations
to deliver even more of our younger children’s programmes.
These joint initiatives worked well and identified even more
opportunities for Discovery in 2018.  One of these new
relationships was a joint programme with I Have a Dream.
We worked with staff from both organisations to deliver a
programme for Intermediate children in Whangarei.  We are
looking forward to another joint programme with I Have a
Dream in 2019 incorporating the learning from our pilot
programme. 
 
Our second joint programme was with Rotary St Johns
working with youth in their area.  This also taught valuable
lessons and these learnings will be incorporated in our
second programme with them in 2018. 
 
In 2017 I attended Youth worker network meetings in
Auckland, Huntly and Ngaruawhaia. 
 
We ran five Discovery for Kids Programmes in 2017.  These
were held in East, West and central Auckland and
Whangarei.  These were attended by 119 children and 150
parents and caregivers. 
 
We only ran one Discovery for Teens Programmes in 2017
after the cancellation of our scheduled April programme
due to flooding at the venue.   This was attended by 71
teenagers and 113 parents and caregivers. There were a
number of great suggestions from parents and teens that
we have taken on board for future programmes. 
 
We also had 70 volunteers who participated across these
programmes and supported the office.  Feedback from
these programmes has been positive and information from
our post attendance teen parent surveys and feedback from
families for both programmes was valuable.   

Staff and volunteers work tirelessly over the course of all
of our programmes to support children and teens to
reach their potential and overcome personal challenges.
We also have a number of support staff who attend
particular days, such as our ropes day, information
evening speakers and office volunteers. We would like to
thank each and every one of them for their hard work
and dedication. I would also like to thank the dedicated,
voluntary Board of Trustees for giving their time,
expertise and support. 
 
In 2017 volunteer hours for Discovery for Kids totalled
1027 hours across five programmes.  
 
In 2017 volunteer hours totalled 2271 for Discovery for
Teens (includes Team leaders,  Ropes Day volunteers
and Elders).  
 
This represents a total of 3298 Programme Volunteer
Hours in 2017!  
 
Volunteer hours would have been even higher if the April
teen programme had gone ahead.  This again shows the
immense value of volunteers to our organisation, with
many volunteering on multiple programmes.  The
average of programme volunteer hours per person in
2017 is 47 hours. 
 
In addition to our programme volunteers, we have had a
number of people who have supported the running of
our office in 2017.  Thank you to Heather, Yiru, Linder,
Isabelle and Ben. I would also like to thank Jacky for
completing our policy review and rewrite.  Jacky has
volunteered in the office for 20 hours per week during
2017.  This support has enabled us to undertake work
that would otherwise have been difficult to accomplish. 
As always, thank you to Anvi for your ongoing support. 

Jaidan Mason
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HIGHLIGHTS IN 2017

Successful trial of new  in-school  programme 
New programme and office equipment (projector,
staging, computers, laptop) 
New Grant from Skills for Life enabling a more
substantial scholarship programme for 2018-2020 
Successful Quiz night fundraiser 
Policy review  
New brochures 

FUTURE TARGETS
Fill teen programmes 
New database and website 
Continue collaborations and partnerships with corporates and
youth organisations 
Continue to increase profile through attendance at events
High School Leadership course linking to Kids programme 

 3298 
Volunteer 

Hours! 
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VOLUNTEER

LIST 

Abi Read 
Aimee Henderson-Newport 

Akasadaka Robinson 
Alison Richmond 

Allan Smith 
Anais Thizy 

Ant Backhouse 
Ben Mason 
Blair Peach 

Boudene Hauraki 
Brett Walters 

Bria Wollaston 
Carolyn Thomson 

Chris Smith 
Daisy Rogers 
Damien Clark 

Deb Hipperson 
Eri Te-Ana 
Erin Bailey 

Evon Mololo 
Fa Collins 

Finn Cardno 
Giles Young 

Ginny Eckert 
Grant George 

Gustavo Pohatu 
Hannah Fletcher 
Heather Peach 

Ian Philpott 
Jacky Clarke 

Jamie Newman 
Jamila Cranston-Buckley 

Jaycee Maunsell-McMenamin 
 
 

Jess Smith 
Jess Stubbing 

Joby Hopa 
Josh Brookes 
Julia Tu-itupo 

Kael McGonagle 
Karl Erdrich 

Katherine Malolo 
Kevin Kevany 
Kirsten Azore 
Kori-Lee Teau 
Ksenia Arnopp 

Lacey Turley 
Laura Ashton 

Lee Warne 
Likai Chunyu 
Linder Chong 

Lonise Godinet 
Maia Roos 
Max Leuila 

Mette Nielson 
Michael Sean 

Mike Johnston 
Mitch Anderson 

Neev Cunningham 
Phoenix Ruka 
Raenan Garcia 

Rebecca James 
Rhiannon George-Bailey 

Ricky Lufe 
Robyn Fond 

Rochelle Standing 
Sally Alexander 
Samantha Rose 

Sebastian Glover 
Sharon Mitchell 
Shay Twomey 

 

Silas Makea 
Simaima Laimani 

Sue Smith 
Tau Haffeiki 
Teneale Guy 

Tomos Hudgell 
Vanya Simeonova 

Wendy Reid 
Will Lee 

Yiru Zhao 
Zach Morgan 

Zee Ruta 
Sharon Losa 
Siddhi Arya 

 
D61 CORE STAFF: 

Akasadaka Robinson 
Blair Peach 
Chris Parry 

Deb Hipperson 
Ethan Fryer 
Ian Gosling 

Kaitlyn Morton-Hay 
Kathryn Cornes 

Likai Chunyu 
Meredith Kennett 

Olliver Bowen 
Phoebe Wilton-Stuart 

Tallulah Cardno 
Troy Holdsworth 

Wayne Prince 
Wendy Denham
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Feedback

I wanted to thank the whole team for their
tireless enthusiasm and the brilliant

programme which I think will offer her a great
deal for many years to come.

Confidence and self-esteem for both of them is
so much higher – hard to believe that this is

possible in just one week – you have to see it to
believe it!!

Hello 
It was a truly inspiring week.  I made loads of friends and
they are amazing in every way.  I’ve learnt so much and

I’m now enjoying my life 100% more with my parents and
with my friends.  I can say that it has opened my eyes a lot

more and I can really see the brighter side of things.
 Thank you so much for the help.  

Since he attended discovery, he has a positive new
outlook on life and is excited to achieve things he
previously didn't think were possible. He's more

engaged and is taking opportunities that are
available to him.

There are not enough words in
the English Vocabulary that can
express how THANKFUL I am for

this scholarship and for
Discovery for Teens.  You have

literally saved our family. 

Happier, more focussed, challenged and willing
to try new things and making new friends. 

9



2017 

SPONSORS 

Life Members

Dale Carter  
Heather Bernau 
Ian Lovegrove 
Kathy Philpott  

Meredith Tourell 
Michael Wall  

Murray Kennett 
 

Pamela Hedlund  
Patricia Stonestreet  

Penny Currier 
Rick Bernau 

Roger Currier

Thank you to every individual, group, organisation, trust and
company who has donated time, goods or services, participated in

an event or made a donation to Discovery.  We couldn’t do our
valuable work without you and are grateful for your support.  

Scholarship Providers

Sponsors

Supporters
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2017 Board Trustees: Office Staff Current:

Mike Johnston (Chair) 
Carolyn Thomson (Treasurer) 

Connie Yu 
Blair Peach 
Robyn Fond 

Jaidan Mason (Manager) 
Heather Peach (Programme

Administrator) 
Vera Bronza (Accounts)



Physical: Level 3, Youthline House, 13 Maidstone Street, Grey Lynn, Auckland 
Postal: PO Box 90377, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142 

Phone: 09 376 8267 Toll Free: 0800 493 968 
Email: discoveryforteens.org.nz 
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